NOTES FROM STUDENT PERFORMANCE SUBGROUP
November 6, 2008


1)	Some universities require 4 years of foreign language.  This information needs to be 
      shared with students entering 9th grade.

      *High School curriculum needs to include 4 years of 2 foreign languages.

2) Pretests or assessments need to be administered to drive instruction for course work.  We need to consider students’ abilities as well as their career goals or interests.  Teachers need in-service/professional development in the use of Differentiated Instruction.

3) Gifted Education – In-service/Professional Development needed for staff to fully understand the needs of the Gifted students.  These needs would include utilizing a variety of instructional methods.  The visual spatial learner’s needs were specifically addressed.

4) The need of professional development/in-service was also addressed.  Three areas addressed were:  the needs of the Accelerated Learner, Multiple Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences.

5) Some type of assessment or survey needs to be administered to middle school students (or perhaps younger) to determine their career goals, interests and possible professions.  Courses then need to be created or designed around the results of this assessment.  One idea presented was a pre-Engineering course.

6) Physical Education classes need to be increased in the middle school.  Suggestions included daily PE at the middle school level.

7) Discussion about improving our graduation rate centered around meeting the academic needs of all students, finding a way to “hook” a student through coursework and extra-curricular activities and offering more support for the at-risk student.  Attendance was also addressed.

8) Discussion about moving to K-5 elementary schools was held.  Six years in the same building would eliminate the need for adjustment in a new school setting every two years.  Additional years in the building would enable staff to build stronger relationships between the student, family and school.  Curricular alignment would also be enhanced.
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Further discussions were held about how each school would be populated and what possible concerns would need to be addressed. Transition for students was also addressed.
9) The need for more school communication with parents of 8th and 9th graders was also addressed.  The main issue surrounded around the planning of high school schedules.

10) The need for more variety in the core curriculum classes (high school) was also discussed.
